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Developing your inquiry question 

Articulating a clear research question is a necessary component of a successful project.  

“… how will you know when you have found the answer to your question, if you can’t 

say what your question is?” (O’Leary, 2009, p. 47) 

Your research question will: 

 Define the investigation 

 Set boundaries 

 Provide direction 

 

1. What are you interested in finding out more about? What problem have you identified that you 

want to investigate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the variables in this problem and how do you think they relate to each other? 

 

 

 

 

3. Write three different questions that address this problem 

Question How could that question be answered? 

1.  

2.  

3.  
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Writing a good question is an iterative process 

Developing a “good” question takes a 

great deal of work at the outset, and will 

be modified as you go. The clearer your 

question is at the beginning of your 

project, the smoother the project will be, 

and the more likely you are to be happy 

with the result. 

Your question will be influenced by your 

reading of others’ work, the 

development of your theoretical 

perspective, and the data collection 

methods you have available. 

 
 

How do you know if your question is a good one? 

1. Is the question right for you? 

 Will it hold your interest? Can you manage your biases/subjectivities? 

 

2. Is the question right for the field? 

 Will it contribute something new? Will it be considered significant? 

 

3. Is the question well-articulated? 

 Are the terms well-defined? Are there unchecked assumptions? 

 

4. Is the question answerable? 

 Can information be collected that addresses the question? Do you have access to that 

information? Can it be done within an appropriate time and monetary framework? Are there 

ethical problems? 

 

5. Is the question valued by those in the know? 

 Does it meet approval of those who have political clout in your setting? Do experts in the field 

value it? 

Some helpful sources of information on research design: 

Fox, M., Martin, P., Green, G. (2007) Doing Practitioner Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
O’Leary, Z. (2009) The Essential Guide to Doing Your Research Project. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
Marshall, C. & Rossman, G. B. (2006) Designing Qualitative Research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 


